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1.0 Introduction
1.1 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) seeks to create high quality
buildings and places as a fundamental part of the planning and development
process. It states that good design is a key aspect of sustainable development and
that design policies should be based on an understanding and evaluation of the
defining characteristics of an area.
1.2 The design policy within the adopted Melton Local Plan aims to address the
objectives set out in the NPPF and in particular how the design of development
proposals relate to the existing context and character of the local area.
1.3 The NPPF recognises the important role that Neighbourhood Plans can play in
identifying the special qualities of an area and explaining how this should be
reflected in new development. A Heritage Appraisal has been prepared to support
the Burton and Dalby Neighbourhood Plan. This sets out the defining characteristics
of the area, which contribute to its sense of place and local distinctiveness in order to
raise awareness and understanding of the local historic environment. Those
features which make a positive contribution to the character of the area as identified
in the appraisal have formed the basis for the preparation of design guidance for
future development proposals.

2.0 Purpose and Use of the Design Guide
2.1 The guide is intended to encourage and promote high quality, sustainable
design, including, where appropriate, innovative and contemporary approaches to
new development, which positively respond to local character and context. The
guidance within this document is can also be used to assist in ensuring that new
development satisfies the requirements set out within the NPPF and the Melton
Local Plan.
2.2 Use of the guide by owners, applicants, developers, agents and all those
involved in the design process will assist with raising awareness and understanding
of the character of the area prior to preparing design proposals which reinforce local
distinctiveness and create a strong sense of place. It will also be of assistance to
those involved in assessing and evaluating the quality of development proposals as
part of the decision making process in relation to applications for planning
permission.
2.3 This Design Guide is intended for use throughout the whole Neighbourhood
Plan Area including proposed development within the settlements of Great Dalby,
Burton Lazars and Little Dalby and the surrounding countryside. It has been
commissioned by Burton & Dalby Parish Council and has been prepared by David
3
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Edleston who is a member of the Royal Institute of British Architects and the Institute
of Historic Building Conservation. He has over 30 years experience in dealing with
design and development affecting the historic built environment in both the public
and private sectors.

3.0 National and Local Policies and Advice
3.1 Policies for achieving well-designed places are set out within Section 12 of the
NPPF, as revised in February 2019 and the following are relevant :3.2 Paragraph 124 :'The creation of high quality buildings and places is fundamental to what the
development process should achieve. Good design is a key aspect of sustainable
development, creates better places in which to live and work and helps make
development acceptable to communities. Being clear about design expectations,
and how these will be tested, is essential for achieving this. So too is effective
engagement between applicants, communities, local planning authorities and other
interests through the process'.
3.3 Paragraph 125 :'Plans should, at the most appropriate level, set out a clear design vision and
expectations, so that applicants have as much certainty as possible about what is
likely to be acceptable. Design policies should be developed with local communities
so they reflect local aspirations, and are grounded in an understanding and
evaluation of each area's defining characteristics. Neighbourhood plans can play an
important role in identifying the special qualities of each area and explaining how this
should be reflected in development'.
3.4 Paragraph 126 :'To provide maximum clarity about design expectations at an early stage, plans or
supplementary planning documents should use visual tools such as design guides
and codes. These provide a framework for creating distinctive places, with a
consistent and high quality standard of design. However their level of detail and
degree of prescription should be tailored to the circumstances in each place, and
should allow a suitable degree of variety where this would be justified'.
3.5 Paragraph 127 states that planning policies and decisions should ensure that
developments :a) will function well and add to the overall quality of the area, not just for the
short term but over the lifetime of the development;

4

Parish of Burton & Dalby Neighbourhood Plan : Design Guide

July 2019

b) are visually attractive as a result of good architecture, layout and appropriate
and effective landscaping;
c) are sympathetic to local character and history, including the surrounding built
environment and landscape setting, while not preventing or discouraging
appropriate innovation or change (such as increased densities);
d) establish or maintain a strong sense of place, using the arrangement of
streets, spaces, building types and materials to create attractive, welcoming
and distinctive places to live' work and visit;
e) optimise the potential of the site to accommodate and sustain an appropriate
amount and mix of development (including green and other public space) and
support local facilities and transport networks; and
f) create places that are safe, inclusive and accessible and which promote
health and well-being, with a high standard of amenity for existing and future
users and where crime and disorder, and the fear of crime, do not undermine
the quality of life or community cohesion and resilience.
3.5 The Melton Local Plan 2011-2036 was adopted on 10 October 2018 and
includes Policy D1 - Raising the Standard of Design :'All new developments should be of high quality design. All development proposals
will be assessed against all the following criteria :a) Siting and layout must be sympathetic to the character of the area;
b) New development should meet basic urban design principles outlined in this
plan;
c) Buildings and development should be designed to reflect the wider context of
the local area and respect the local vernacular without stifling innovative
design;
d) Amenity of neighbours and neighbouring properties should not be
compromised;
e) Appropriate provision should be made for the sustainable management of
waste, including collection and storage facilities for recyclable and other
waste;
f) Sustainable means of communication and transportation should be used
where appropriate;
g) Development should be designed to reduce crime and the perception of
crime;
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h) Existing trees and hedges should be utilised, together with new landscaping,
to negate the effects of development;
i) Proposals include appropriate, safe connection to the existing highway
network;
j) Performs well against Building for Life 12 or any subsequent guidance and
seeks to develop the principles of 'Active Design' for housing developments;
k) Makes adequate provision for car parking; and
l) Development should be managed so as to control disruption caused by
construction for reasons of safeguarding and improving health well-being for
all.
3.6 Historic England's Advice Note 11 'Neighbourhood Planning and the Historic
Environment' provides guidance on encouraging locally distinctive design and notes
that :'Understanding and appreciating the local historic environment can help to ensure
that potential new development is properly integrated with what is already there and
does not result in the loss of local distinctiveness........Addressing how best to
integrate new development into an existing place can encourage people to be
innovative. Taking into account what is special about a place often demonstrates
that off-the-shelf design and construction might not be appropriate. It encourages
sensitive development of historic buildings and places that can invigorate an area,
stimulating investment, entrepreneurship, tourism and employment'.
3.7 Consideration has been given to the relevant policies in the NPPF and Policy D1
in the adopted Melton Local Plan, together with the advice published by Historic
England, in the preparation of this guidance document.
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4.0 Design Guidance
4.1 Existing Character Summary
4.1.1 Within the Parish of Burton and Dalby there are 18 listed buildings and 2
scheduled monuments and the village of Great Dalby is designated as a
Conservation Area. There are also several buildings which have been identified as
being of local interest which make a positive contribution to the character of the area.
The Heritage Appraisal sets out the defining characteristics of the three settlements
within the area.
4.1.2 Great Dalby is characterised by a strong linear pattern of development and
traditional buildings which are generally simple in form with gables and pitched roofs
and either face the street or are gable end onto the street. Areas of open,
undeveloped land around the settlement which maintain the historic link between
the built form of the village and the surrounding farmland also make an important
contribution to its character. Within the Conservation Area five separate character
areas have been identified and described.
4.1.3 Burton Lazars is a linear settlement which reflects the form of the ridge on
which it sits. It is of mixed character and there are several traditional farmsteads and
cottages which make a positive contribution. The extent of 20th century residential
development within the village whilst generally reinforcing the linear pattern of
development, has introduced a wide variety of house types and styles, materials and
details.
4.1.4 Little Dalby is distinctively rural in character arising from the informal layout
and visual relationship between buildings and the high quality surrounding landscape
as the dominant element. The distinctive estate character of farm buildings and
cottages reinforces the strong sense of place and identity.

4.2 The Design Process : Understanding Character & Context
4.2.1 It is important that an appraisal of the proposed site is undertaken at the
beginning of the design process. This analysis should include the immediate
context of the site and the character of the wider surroundings within which the site is
located. In addition to identifying any site constraints and opportunities for
enhancement, the appraisal should consider such issues as the character of the
existing surrounding landscape and built form, important views and vistas, etc. The
Heritage Appraisal provides detailed information on the defining characteristics of the
area and should be referred to at the initial stage of the process. This information
will then assist with understanding the character of the area, which can then be used
to inform and develop a design concept which positively responds to local character.

7

Parish of Burton & Dalby Neighbourhood Plan : Design Guide

July 2019

4.2.2 Proposals should then be developed to address the key design elements set
out in the guide. Key considerations relating to each of these elements are also
identified in the guidance to assist with creating good quality design solutions which
respond positively to local character. These considerations are intended to be as
objective as possible, rather than imposing specific solutions. Whilst the main aim
of the guidance is to promote locally distinctive design, it is recognised that there
may be scope for innovative and contemporary approaches to new development, but
this should be supported with evidence from appraisal and analysis of the site and its
context to demonstrate that such an approach is appropriate.

4.3 Layout, grain and pattern of development
4.3.1 The historic grain and pattern of development, along with the traditional layout
of buildings including the relationship between buildings and plot sizes, make an
important contribution to the character of an area. There are distinctive patterns of
development within the three settlements in the Parish. Great Dalby has a number
of character areas within the village, although its historic pattern overall, is
predominantly linear. This still remains, with the majority of recent development
reinforcing it. Properties generally remain one plot deep with small paddocks and
enclosures to the rear. A series of lanes and tracks run at right angles to the roads
which lead to yards, farms, outbuildings and paddocks, is also a distinctive
characteristic. Topography also plays an important role in some areas such as Main
Street where buildings respond to changes in level to create an attractive linear
group. In Burton Lazars, the linear pattern of development reflects the form of the
ridge on which the settlement sits. Traditional cottages and farmsteads follow this
pattern along New Road with small scale pastures to the rear of building plots. More
recent development along Cross Lane and infill along New Road has largely
continued and reinforced this pattern. In Little Dalby, there is a much more informal
layout and relationship between building and the surrounding landscape, which is the
dominant element, with a distinct rural character to the village.

08 : Main Street, Great Dalby. Buildings positively respond to changes in level in a
linear pattern, which addresses the street and creates a strong sense of enclosure.
8
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09 : Nether End in Great Dalby where development is also in a linear pattern but
buildings are set back from the road with open frontages

10 : Linear development along New Road in Burton Lazars with a mix of architectural
styles, some buildings being directly onto the street and others set back with open
frontages

11 : In Little Dalby there is an informal relationship between buildings and the
surrounding landscape, giving a more open and rural character to the village

9
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4.3.2 Key considerations :

Any distinctive, historic grain and pattern of existing development in the
immediate context of the site or the wider surroundings should be
identified. New proposals should seek to positively respond to and
reinforce this, taking into account site layout, the site and surrounding
topography and relationships between buildings and plot sizes.



Consider the existing layout and how the proposed development relates to
this in order to reinforce any historic or distinctive pattern of development.



Consider how the proposals will integrate with the existing pattern of
development to create a positive relationship between new and existing
development



Take account of the existing site topography and how the development will
take advantage of this and create a positive relationship between built form
and site levels



Consider existing density and the relationship between buildings and plot
sizes and how the development would reflect this

4.4 Relationship with the street and other spaces
4.4.1 Within Great Dalby and Burton Lazars, buildings in general, either have their
main facade addressing the street or are at right angles with gable ends onto the
street. There are variations in the positioning of buildings which are sometimes
located directly onto the street or set back with small or more generous open
frontages. In Little Dalby there is a less formal relationship between buildings and
the street and surrounding spaces. Many of the farmsteads throughout the area
have a range of outbuildings, often arranged around a traditional courtyard.

12 & 13 : Top End, Great Dalby and New Road, Burton Lazars where buildings
either have a small frontage or are positioned directly onto the footpath.
10
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4.4.2 Key considerations :

The arrangement and grouping of buildings, the relationship between one
building and another and with the street, open spaces and the surrounding
area, are all important elements in defining the character of an area.
Continuous adjoining buildings positioned directly along the footpath create
a strong sense of enclosure of a street, whereas buildings set back from
the street with open frontages or gardens create a more open character.
Proposals should seek to reflect and reinforce any such distinctive
characteristics.



Consider the existing relationship between buildings and the street or other
surrounding open spaces and how the siting and position of any new
buildings can positively respond to this.



Where there is a particularly strong characteristic such as surrounding
buildings having open frontages or enclosed gardens or buildings directly
positioned on the street, new development should seek to reinforce this
pattern.



In areas where there is a mixed character, a variety of options may be
considered in order to produce a successful relationship with existing
buildings and the street scene in general.

4.5 Building scale and form
4.5.1 Throughout the area, buildings are generally simple in form, predominantly
with a rectangular plan, gables and pitched roofs with chimneys. Subsequent
additions have created a variety of 'L' and 'U' shaped plan forms. Buildings vary in
height from two and a half to three storeys for some farmhouses, two storeys for the
majority of buildings, down to single storey for most farm outbuildings and some
cottages. Variations in eaves and ridge levels create interesting roofscapes and
groups of buildings, often accentuated by changes in topography.
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14-23 : Examples of traditional buildings in the area showing their simple form with
gables and pitched roofs, variations in height, eaves and ridge levels.
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4.5.2 Key considerations :

Traditional buildings are unified by their simplicity of form, with gables and
pitched roofs, which combined with variations in the height of eaves and
ridges levels and the number of storeys, make an important contribution to
defining the vernacular character of the area. New proposals should take
account of this.



Consider the scale, height, form and massing of existing buildings around
the site and how new development relates to these elements, particularly
where surrounding buildings are simple in character.



New buildings should not generally be taller than the highest existing
building and should not be visually dominant when viewed in conjunction
with existing buildings or in the street scene overall.



In areas where there is a mixed character, there may be scope for
alternative design approaches but careful consideration should be given to
the scale, height, form and massing of any new buildings and their visual
relationship with existing buildings. Simple building forms are however,
likely to be the most appropriate for new development.

4.6 Architectural style, materials and details
4.6.1 Throughout the area there are buildings of various periods along with a wide
variety of architectural styles, particularly in relation to development which has taken
place from the 20th century onwards. Several good quality farmhouses and their
associated outbuildings, together with other houses and cottages dating from the
17th, through to the 19th centuries make an important contribution to the traditional
vernacular character of the area. There are a number of characteristic, estate style
cottages in Burton Lazars, along Melton Road and New Road, built in the late 19th
century by the major local landowner at that time, Edward B Hartopp. The Hartopp
family home was Little Dalby Hall and similar estate style buildings can also be seen
in Little Dalby, which contribute to the local distinctiveness of the village. The
architectural style of these buildings is unified by features such as decorative
brickwork, chimneys and gables.
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24 & 25 : Examples of 18th century farmhouses with formal, well proportioned
facades at Chestnut Farm, Burton Lazars and Linby House Farm, Great Dalby.

26 & 27 : Distinctive late 19th century Hartopp estate cottages on Melton Road,
Burton Lazars and in Little Dalby with decorative brick chimneys, gables, string
courses, eaves and verge details.

28 & 29 : Traditional cottages such as the mid 18th century White Cottage and Fern
Cottage in Great Dalby and Sycamore House in Burton Lazars make an important
contribution to the vernacular character of the area.
4.6.2 Local building materials make a key contribution to the character of the area
and provide an important link between built development and the surrounding
landscape. A variety of local building materials are evident throughout the area
including local limestone and ironstone, some timber framing with brick nogging infill,
14
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some mud wall construction and many examples of local red brick which is the
predominant walling material. There are also a number of examples of buildings with
colourwashed external walls and some use of external render. Traditional roofing
materials include the use of long straw thatch and local Swithland slate and although
slate is the most common roofing material, it is predominantly Welsh slate. Other
traditional roofing materials include unglazed red clay pantiles and some plain tiles.
The palette of materials has now been considerably extended to include the use of a
wide variety of modern materials, particularly in development from the 20th century
onwards. These include various brick types and colours, modern concrete roofing
tiles and PVCu windows and doors, which do not reflect the traditional character of
the area.

30- 38 : Examples of traditional local building materials
4.6.3 Locally distinctive, traditional architectural details include decorative brickwork,
particularly dentil courses at verges, eaves and in horizontal string courses, as seen
in the estate cottages. Decorative chimneys make an important contribution to the
roofscape and are a distinctive feature when seen on the skyline. There are some
examples of Flemish bond brickwork using contrasting burnt headers to create
decorative patterns. Simple brick arches are common for window and door
openings. Most thatched roofs have decorative ridges and there are examples of
thatched eyebrow dormers and sloping dormers. In contrast, dormer windows do not
occur in traditional slate buildings in Great Dalby, but there are some examples in
buildings in Little Dalby. Verges to gables are simply detailed, some with parapets
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and copings and others having plain or decorative bargeboards. There are several
examples of traditionally detailed, side hung timber casement windows and vertical
sliding sash windows with glazing bars.

39-49 : Examples of locally distinctive, traditional architectural details in Great Dalby.
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50-60 : Some of the traditional architectural details in Burton Lazars.

61-70 : Examples of traditional architectural details in Little Dalby.
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4.6.4 Key considerations :

Detailed information on the defining architectural characteristics, including
locally distinctive materials and details within the Parish of Burton & Dalby
is provided in the Heritage Appraisal which supports the Neighbourhood
Plan. Consideration should be given to this document at the beginning of
the design and development process to ensure that any proposals are fully
informed by a thorough understanding of the local historic environment.



Consider the existing character, architectural styles, materials and details
in the context of the site and how local distinctiveness can be reinforced
through the development of design proposals.



Where there is a mix of architectural styles, more contemporary design
approaches may be appropriate, although the impact in relation to
surrounding buildings and the street scene will need very careful
consideration including scale, form, height, proportions, relationship
between solid (walls) and void (windows), materials and details, in order to
achieve a satisfactory design.



Consider how any proposed new or contemporary materials relate to any
existing traditional materials.



Consider the visual impact of new materials including colours, tones and
any reflective qualities. The use of recessive colours may be appropriate
where visible in the wider landscape.



Consider the weathering qualities of new materials and how their
appearance may change over time.



Careful attention should be given to detailing of new materials in relation to
rainwater dispersal to avoid staining and areas of poor weathering.



Consider any locally distinctive architectural features and the scope for
reflecting these in new development in creative ways rather than simply
copying.



Poorly detailed and proportioned versions of traditional architectural
features should be avoided.

4.7 Open space, trees and landscape
4.7.1 The presence of open space within and around existing areas of built
development in Great Dalby, Burton Lazars and Little Dalby makes an important
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contribution to the character of the settlements. This is often combined with mature
trees, hedges and the surrounding landscape which positively contribute to creating
an attractive area with a distinctive rural quality. Trees, hedgerows and other
vegetation also contribute to the quality of the street scene.

71 : Open space and mature trees at the village green in Great Dalby make an
important contribution to the character of the area.

4.7.2 Key considerations :

Identify any existing open spaces and important trees in the context of the
site which make a positive contribution to the character of the area and
consider how they can be incorporated within any new development to
contribute to the sense of place



Ensure that the layout and position of new buildings does not have an
adverse impact on existing open spaces and trees.



Consider the need for the inclusion of any areas of open space within new
development and how this can enhance the scheme.



Planting should be used to integrate new development into the surrounding
landscape and context of the site and not to screen poor quality design



Where new planting is proposed consider the use of indigenous species in
order to reinforce local character.
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4.8 Boundary treatment
4.8.1 There are various boundary treatments throughout the area, but brick walls or
boundaries defined by hedgerows to street frontages tend to predominate.

72 & 73 : Variety of boundary treatments in Burrough End, Great Dalby. 74 : Brick
walls and hedgerows in Burton Lazars. 75 : Hedgerow boundary in Little Dalby.

4.8.2 Key considerations :

Identify existing boundary treatments in the context of the site and consider
appropriate boundaries for new development to ensure integration with
existing.



If there is an interface between site boundaries and open countryside
consider how the proposed boundary treatment can reinforce existing rural
character and provide an appropriate transition between the edge of the
development and the surrounding countryside.



Consider the use of mixed indigenous species for new boundary planting.
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4.9 Access and movement
4.9.1 In Great Dalby, a distinctive characteristic is a series of lanes and tracks
running at right angles to the roads which provide access to yards, farms,
outbuildings and paddocks beyond. There are many public rights of way throughout
the area, with those around Great Dalby being of particular importance in providng
access to the surrounding open countryside which is of historic and communal value.

4.9.2 Key considerations :

Consider existing patterns of access and movement for vehicles, cycles
and pedestrians and how the development can connect and integrate with
existing roads, footpaths and public rights of way.



Consider the need for the provision of adequate off street parking within the
development.

4.10 Views
4.10.1 The landscape which surrounds the settlements of Great Dalby, Burton
Lazars and Little Dalby plays an important role in providing a rural setting,
particularly in distant views, where development can be seen against a backdrop of
trees and woodland. There are a number of key views of landmark features
throughout the area which contribute to creating a sense of place and identity.
These include the Church of St Swithun, Great Dalby; the Church of St James,
Burton Lazars and the Church of St James, Little Dalby; along with Burton Hall in
Burton Lazars; East Lodge and Manor Farmhouse in Little Dalby. There are also a
number of important vistas along some of the roads which are defined by a
combination of buildings and trees.

74 : Important view in Great Dalby where the church tower is seen as a focal point.
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75 : Distant view of Burton Lazars from the south where the roofscape of buildings is
seen against a backdrop of mature trees on the horizon.

76 : View on approach to Little Dalby from the north where buildings are seen within
a rural landscape setting.

4.10.2 Key considerations :

The Heritage Appraisal and the Landscape Appraisal which support the
Neighbourhood Plan identify important views, vistas and landmark
buildings and describe the setting of the three settlements within the
Parish. Consideration should be given to these documents at the start of
the design and development process in order to identify important features
and views and to ensure that any proposals are fully informed by a
thorough understanding of the relationship between the built environment
and the surrounding landscape setting.



Identify any key views or vistas from or towards the proposed development
site. Consider how the proposed development relates to the surrounding
landscape and buildings when seen in these views. New development
should not dominate or distract from key views.
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Assess whether the development will be visible in the street scene and if so
how much can be seen. Consider the scale, height, form, materials and
details to ensure that development makes a positive contribution to the
street scene.



Consider whether the development will be visible on the skyline in distant
views and if so what its impact will be particularly in relation to the
roofscape of existing buildings.



If any landmark features are visible in views from or towards the site,
consider how the proposed development will impact on such views. The
development should not obscure such features or have a negative impact
on important views.



Consider the potential for new development to make positive use of any
key views, vistas or landmark features to create a strong sense of place.

4.11 Alterations and extensions
4.11.1 The majority of buildings are altered and/or extended during their lifetime to
suit the changing requirements of owners and occupants. Such changes can
revitalise older buildings and can provide an opportunity to make a positive
contribution to local character. It is important to understand the character of the
existing building and its context at the start of the design process to ensure that a
sensitive approach and good quality design solution is complementary to the original
building.

4.11.2 Key considerations :

Consider the character of the existing building including its scale, form,
materials and details prior to preparing proposals for alteration or
extension.



Consider the impact of external alterations or extension on the existing
building and the character of the wider street scene. Extensions should be
subordinate in terms of scale and form and should not be visually dominant
or taller than the existing building.
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In order to ensure that any extension is subordinate, options to explore
may include setting the extension back from the facade of the existing
building, using lower ridge and eaves levels and ensuring that the length
and width of the extension are less than the dimensions of the original
building.



Extensions can either be designed to use materials and details to match
the existing building or use contrasting materials and details with a
contemporary design approach, but in either case should create a
harmonious composition overall and a strong degree of unity with the
original building.

4.12 Conversion of existing buildings
4.12.1 Retention and conversion of vacant or redundant existing buildings will be
positively encouraged, particularly those which make a positive contribution to the
character of the area. Retention and reuse of existing buildings is sustainable in
relation to retaining embodied energy, use of resources and overall cost.

4.12.2 Key considerations :

Careful assessment and understanding of the character of the building
should inform proposals for its conversion.



The architectural character and scale of the building should be taken into
account, with local farm buildings in particular being relatively simple in
character. Simple detailing and use of traditional materials are likely to be
the most successful approaches.



Existing window and door openings should as far as possible be retained
and reused and the number of new openings kept to a minimum. This is
particularly important in the case of farm buildings to ensure that their
agricultural character is retained.



Consider the scope for removal of any features or later insertions which are
out of character such as the replacement of PVCu windows with timber.
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Important architectural or historic features should be retained and
integrated into the design for conversion of the building.



Take account of any relevant guidance published by Historic England
particularly in relation to the conversion of farm buildings.

4.13 Development affecting Heritage Assets
4.13.1 There are several heritage assets within the Parish which make a positive
contribution to the character of the area. Designated heritage assets include two
scheduled monuments and eighteen listed buildings, with one being listed Grade I,
three listed Grade II* and the remainder Grade II. Great Dalby is also designated as
a Conservation Area. Further details are provided in the Heritage Appraisal which
supports the Neighbourhood Plan. The Local List also identifies a number of
additional buildings which are considered to be of local architectural or historic value
as non-designated heritage assets.

4.13.2 Key considerations :

Any development affecting designated and non-designated heritage assets
and/or their settings including listed buildings, scheduled monuments,
Great Dalby Conservation Area and those buildings identified on the Local
List should take account of Section 16 of the National Planning Policy
Framework, 'Conserving and enhancing the historic environment' and any
relevant guidance published by Historic England.



Such proposals will need to be supported with a Heritage Statement
including an assessment of their significance and an assessment of the
impact of the proposed development on that significance.



It is strongly recommended that expert advice is sought from an
appropriately qualified professional with experience in dealing with
heritage assets for any such proposals.

4.14 Sustainable design
4.14.1 Innovative and sustainable approaches to design will be positively
encouraged, including those which take account of energy efficiency and
conservation, water management, specification of new materials etc. It is however,
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important that these are considered from the outset, at the beginning of the design
process, rather than as 'add-on' features once a scheme has been designed .

4.14.2 Key considerations may include some or all of the following :

Take advantage of the site topography, siting and orientation of buildings to
maximise opportunities for passive solar gain and the provision of natural
lighting.



Consider the scope for the use of renewable energy technologies such as
ground source and air source heat pumps, biomass heating, photovoltaics
and solar panels and how they can be integrated into the design of the
building.



Consider how adequate ventilation can be achieved including the scope for
natural ventilation through the design of the building.



Minimise heat loss through the use of appropriate materials and detailing.



Consider levels of insulation for the building envelope, including materials
with a high thermal mass to minimise energy demands of the building.



Explore the scope for the specification of materials with low embodied
energy, including the use of locally sourced materials.



Consider sustainable drainage systems including rainwater harvesting,
grey water recycling and the use of permeable materials for hard surfacing.



Consider the use of new and innovative technologies such as green roof
systems.



In all cases where any of these elements can be seen as part of a
development, careful consideration must be given to their visual impact.
Where there is any negative impact, consideration should be given to
minimising this through reviewing such issues as the siting and position of
equipment, appropriate colours and the use of non-reflective materials.
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